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Who We Are
• The Michigan Energy Office
(MEO) is a federally-designated
state agency that provides
technical and funding assistance
to public and private sector
organizations in the areas of
energy efficiency and renewable
energy.
• MEO is now part of the Michigan
Agency for Energy (MAE), which
was launched on May 18, 2015.

• MAE is the go-to agency for
supporting Michigan’s energy
priorities.
• MAE promotes energy solutions
for MI that are:
•
•
•
•

Adaptable
Affordable
Reliable
Protective of the environment

• Valerie Brader is MAE’s Executive
Director, and serves as the state's
chief adviser regarding the
development of energy policies
and programs.

Michigan Agency for Energy
• Michigan Energy Office – energy efficiency & renewable energy programs
• RETAP – provides free site assessments and technical assistance by retired
engineers regarding energy efficiency and pollution prevention
• Air Policy Director – subject-matter-expert on state and federal statutes,
regulations, and determinations pertaining to air quality.
• Emergency Management – energy emergency preparedness and response,
homeland security activities, and critical infrastructure protection, including
cyber security; monitors Michigan's energy supplies to detect potential for an
energy emergency.
• Energy Advisory – monitors unregulated energy arenas to identify risks and
opportunities for Michigan; supports emergency planning and research requests
for declarations of energy emergency by the Governor
• Energy Markets – monitors and participates in federal and regional energy
activities; research energy supplies, markets, forecasts, and prices
• Customer Service Division – responds to inquiries and complaints from utility
customers and coordinates formal customer complaints; provides consumer
education and outreach and awards grants for low-income customers

Michigan Agency for Energy

Michigan Energy Office
• Provides technical and funding assistance to businesses,
non-profits, and communities pursuing energy efficiency &
renewable energy projects
• Supports projects that demonstrate applications of EE/RE
technologies in a variety of settings
• Prioritizes projects that assist public and private sector
organizations reduce utility bills and energy waste
• Assists in revitalizing Michigan communities by encouraging
energy-related planning and investments
• Supports industrial efficiency and advanced manufacturing
to retain and create jobs
• Provides education/outreach via publications,
presentations, and sponsored events
• Facilitates match-making of partners and resources

MEO’s Energy Efficiency Initiatives
• Encourage cost-effective energy
upgrades that reduce energy waste and
associated operating costs.
• We provide:
• Targeted grants for a variety of
energy efficiency projects (ex:
retooling and advanced
manufacturing, building retrofits,
LED street lighting, building
operator certification training
incentives, CHP, building energy
code compliance, etc.)
• Utility bill analysis & ENERGY STAR
benchmarking
• Other technical assistance and
recommendations as needed

MEO’s Renewable Energy Initiatives
• Promote vibrant, resilient communities,
innovation, and local job creation
through renewable energy planning and
project support.
• We provide:
• Targeted grants for renewable
energy projects (primarily solar and
some biomass support)
• Assistance to local governments,
non-profit organizations, and
others with renewable energy
planning efforts.
• Prioritize projects that decrease the
installed cost of renewable energy
systems and/or showcase innovative
applications of available technologies
• Develop best practices and guidance
documents (community solar, solarpowered communities, community
energy management, etc.)

Funding Opportunities
• Funding opportunities
are posted at:

www.michigan.gov/energy/

• Several opportunities are
currently available with
more coming soon
• Opportunities for local
governments, small
businesses, non-profits,
manufacturers, and
agricultural sector (no
grants to individuals)

• Grants typically have a
match requirement
• Collaborative efforts are
strongly encouraged

LED Street Lighting Grants
• $150,000 in matching grants is
available for Michigan communities
and DDAs to upgrade existing public
street lights with light emitting diode
(LED) lights.
• Awards between $30,000-$50,000
• The grant will pay up to 50% of the
LED street light equipment cost.
Applicants will be responsible for
remaining equipment, labor and
other costs associated with the
installation the street lights.
• Preference will be given to projects
involving communities working as
regional partners to bring down the
cost of LED street lights ($/fixture).
• Responses due: November 2, 2015

Benchmarking Public Buildings Grants
• $150,000 in matching grants to benchmark energy and water
consumption in public buildings.
• The MEO expects to award multiple grants under this program
and the award amount will be based on the number of buildings
benchmarked.
• The purpose of this grant is to reduce energy and water waste by
providing objective and reliable information on the building’s
utility use.
• Will enable building owners to identify low performing buildings,
prioritize improvements, and help build the business case for
implementing energy conservation measures.
• Any small business (fewer than 500 employees) or private nonprofit entity with proven experience benchmarking public
buildings, which is physically located in Michigan, is eligible to
apply.
• Responses due: December 14, 2015

Community Energy Management Grants
• $250,000 in matching grants will be available for eligible Michigan
communities, businesses, and non-profit organizations seeking to
receive or provide Community Energy Management (CEM)
services.
• 2 Areas of Interest: a) Third-party CEM Services and b) Municipal
Staff Training and Development/CEM Position Support. Individual
awards are anticipated to range from $10,000 up to a maximum
of $50,000.
• Will enable Michigan local govts to develop a CEM program by
providing support for staff training and development, enabling
creation of a new CEM position, and/or providing funds for a
third-party to provide CEM services on a contractual basis.
• Applicants will have access to a community energy toolkit, which
will include CEM best practices, a CEM position description
template, and related guidance documents.
• Informational call scheduled for Oct 27th
• RFP expected to be available in early November

Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds (QECBs)
• Authorized by the federal govt for states, territories, large local, and
tribal govts to finance energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.
• Large municipalities with populations of 100,000 or more received an
allocation. These cities and counties can issue bonds up to their suballocation cap amount or waive and return any or all of the allocation to
the State.
• A 2015 original recipients' survey determined that some communities
that had received a sub-allocation five years ago do not expect to use
this financing tool.
• Our goal is to maximize the use of these allocations via voluntary
waivers, which would enable the State or another entity designated by
the communities to access these allocations for QECB qualified projects.
• Approximately $2.9 million of the State’s QECB authorization is available
on a first-come-first-served basis for a qualified energy project financed
by an eligible QECB issuer.
• Any public entity, quasi-public entity that is authorized to issue bonds
(e.g., a county, city, school district), or non-profits authorized to issue
bonds are eligible to apply.

RETAP
• The Retired Engineer Technical
Assistance Program (RETAP) provides
enhanced energy audits conducted by
teams of retired engineers.
• Audits are free, confidential, nonregulatory, and objective.
• All clients receive detailed
recommendations to save money
through more efficient energy and
water usage, reduced waste generation
and disposal, improved building and
process performance, and other
operational improvements.
• Current priority is on assisting small
manufacturers. Requests from other
organizations / facilities with significant
energy, water, and material usage and
waste generation will be placed on a
waiting list to be contacted should
additional funding become available.

Other Opportunities for Public Bldgs
• Energy Services Coalition –
MI Chapter educates,
recognizes and attempts to
remove information barriers
for facilities interested in
procuring ESPCs.
• Michigan Saves Public Sector
Financing – includes lighting,
HVAC, bldg envelope, bldg
operations
• PACE – can work if the
building is leased from a
private entity
• Utility programs – check for
EE rebates and RE
solicitations

Additional Resources
• U.S. DOE Better Plants Program
•
•
•
•

Better Plants expanded this year to begin working with water and wastewater treatment agencies to
improve their energy efficiency by 25 percent over ten years.
Included among the 12 new water and wastewater treatment partners are two of the nation’s largest
and most complex water systems — those servicing the cities of Los Angeles and New York.
http://energy.gov/eere/amo/better-plants
http://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/

• Webinar: Benchmarking Water/Wastewater Treatment Facilities in Portfolio Manager®
•
•

•
•

Thursday, November 5, 2015 1:00 pm
Learn how to track the progress of energy efficiency efforts and compare the energy use of wastewater
treatment plants to other peer facilities across the country. Attendees will learn how to measure and
track energy use and carbon dioxide emission reductions in water and wastewater treatment plants to
establish baseline energy use, prioritize investments, set goals, and track improvements over time.
https://esbuildings.webex.com/mw3000/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=esbuildings
Can also view archive of past recordings

• NREL : Energy Efficiency Strategies for Municipal Wastewater Treatment Facilities
•

http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy12osti/53341.pdf

• ACEEE Toolkit: Energy Efficiency Opportunities in Municipal Water and Wastewater Treatment
Facilities
•

http://aceee.org/sector/local-policy/toolkit/water

• Energy Trust of Oregon Wastewater Treatment Energy Savings Guide (Checklist)
•

https://energytrust.org/library/GetDocument/3441

Looking Ahead
• Michigan’s energy policy is
currently under discussion
• Federal EPA Clean Power Plan
will also influence state and
local energy decisions
• Michigan will continue to
prioritize adaptable energy
solutions that balance
affordability, reliability, and
environmental protection
• Energy waste reduction
(energy efficiency) is likely to
receive a high level of support
in any scenario

• The Michigan Energy Office is
strategically positioned to
provide needed assistance to
businesses and communities
• We will continue to focus on
projects that are flexible,
scalable, and leverage
collective expertise and
resources to have the greatest
impact
• Sharing knowledge and
resources will facilitate the
spread of best practices
• How can we help you? Please
share any feedback that will
help us provide the best
possible programs

Questions?
Contact:
Tania Howard
howardt6@michigan.gov
517-284-8340
www.michigan.gov/energy/

