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Elimination SystemElimination System

--NPDES Permit ProcessNPDES Permit Process--



NPDES PermitNPDES Permit

The NPDES Program is a federally The NPDES Program is a federally 
promulgated program that is operated by the promulgated program that is operated by the 
Water Bureau of the Michigan Department of Water Bureau of the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality. Environmental Quality. 

An NPDES permit is required for any An NPDES permit is required for any 
wastewater discharge into surface waters of the wastewater discharge into surface waters of the 
State.State.



Step 1:  The Permit ApplicationStep 1:  The Permit Application

In order to obtain a new permit authorizing the In order to obtain a new permit authorizing the 
discharge of wastewater or to have an existing permit discharge of wastewater or to have an existing permit 
authorization reissued, the applicant must complete authorization reissued, the applicant must complete 
and submit an NPDES Permit application.and submit an NPDES Permit application.

The application and application appendix are The application and application appendix are 
available via the DEQ website located at: available via the DEQ website located at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7--135135--
3313_3682_37133313_3682_3713--1044010440----,00.html,00.html



Step 2:  Application EvaluationStep 2:  Application Evaluation

Upon receipt, the Department will review the Upon receipt, the Department will review the 
application for completenessapplication for completeness

30 Days for New/Increased Use30 Days for New/Increased Use
90 Days for 90 Days for ReissuanceReissuance

If determined to be administratively completeIf determined to be administratively complete
permit processor proceeds with development of the draft permit processor proceeds with development of the draft 
NPDES permit documentsNPDES permit documents

If determined to be administratively If determined to be administratively inincompletecomplete
permit processor notifies the applicant of the deficiencies in permit processor notifies the applicant of the deficiencies in 
writing.writing.
permitting process is put on hold until all of the required permitting process is put on hold until all of the required 
information is received by the departmentinformation is received by the department



Step 3:  Permit DevelopmentStep 3:  Permit Development
For new or increased use requests, the Department has 180 For new or increased use requests, the Department has 180 
days, from the date the application was determined to be days, from the date the application was determined to be 
complete, to either issue a permit or deny the request for complete, to either issue a permit or deny the request for 
authorizationauthorization

For For reissuancesreissuances, the Department has one year from the , the Department has one year from the 
expiration date of the current authorization.expiration date of the current authorization.

NOTE:  If a permit is not reissued prior to its expiration date,NOTE:  If a permit is not reissued prior to its expiration date, the the 
conditions of the current permit remain in effect until it is suconditions of the current permit remain in effect until it is superseded perseded 
by the reissued permitby the reissued permit



Step 4: PreStep 4: Pre--Public NoticePublic Notice

Once the Surface Water Permits Section Once the Surface Water Permits Section 
develops a draft NPDES permit and all the develops a draft NPDES permit and all the 
associated documentation, the applicant will be associated documentation, the applicant will be 
given an opportunity to review (usually 2given an opportunity to review (usually 2--3 3 
weeks) the draft prior to the permit being weeks) the draft prior to the permit being 
placed on Public Notice.placed on Public Notice.



Step 5:  Public NoticeStep 5:  Public Notice
The Department is required by law to public notice a proposal The Department is required by law to public notice a proposal 
to issue or deny a permit to issue or deny a permit 

geographical area of the proposed or existing dischargegeographical area of the proposed or existing discharge
allow 30 days for the submittal of comments from interested persallow 30 days for the submittal of comments from interested persons.ons.

The draft permit and related documentation will be made The draft permit and related documentation will be made 
available to the general public via the Michigan DEQ website.available to the general public via the Michigan DEQ website.

All submitted comments are kept as part of the permanent All submitted comments are kept as part of the permanent 
record.record.

During this public comment period it is possible for interested During this public comment period it is possible for interested 
parties to request a public meeting or hearing.parties to request a public meeting or hearing.



Public Meeting / HearingPublic Meeting / Hearing
Public MeetingPublic Meeting

informal proceeding where the public can ask questions informal proceeding where the public can ask questions 
regarding the proposed permit and participate in open regarding the proposed permit and participate in open 
discussion with staff. discussion with staff. 

Public HearingPublic Hearing
formal proceedingformal proceeding
public provides comments for the recordpublic provides comments for the record
Department does not respond to testimony at the hearing.  A Department does not respond to testimony at the hearing.  A 
responsiveness summary is prepared and distributed after the responsiveness summary is prepared and distributed after the 
close of the record.close of the record.

If the Department determines that public meeting, hearing, or If the Department determines that public meeting, hearing, or 
both are necessary, then the event must be public noticed, both are necessary, then the event must be public noticed, 
which may extend the application processing time.which may extend the application processing time.



Step 6:  Issuance or DenialStep 6:  Issuance or Denial

After the public comments period ends, the Department will After the public comments period ends, the Department will 
evaluate all of the comments received and make any evaluate all of the comments received and make any 
necessary revisions to the draft permit.necessary revisions to the draft permit.

If all issues raised have been resolved, the decisionIf all issues raised have been resolved, the decision--maker maker 
(usually the Permit Section Chief) will decided whether or (usually the Permit Section Chief) will decided whether or 
not to issue the proposed permit.not to issue the proposed permit.

If substantial unresolved issues remain, a public meeting or If substantial unresolved issues remain, a public meeting or 
hearing is held with the decision maker.hearing is held with the decision maker.



Following Issuance or DenialFollowing Issuance or Denial
For 60 days following the issuance or denial of a permit, For 60 days following the issuance or denial of a permit, 
any aggrieved party my file a petition for a contested case any aggrieved party my file a petition for a contested case 
hearing.hearing.

If a permit is contested by a third party, the newly issued If a permit is contested by a third party, the newly issued 
permit will remain the effective control document until permit will remain the effective control document until 
deemed otherwise by an Administrative Law Judge.deemed otherwise by an Administrative Law Judge.

If a permit is contested by the permittee/applicant, then the If a permit is contested by the permittee/applicant, then the 
newly issued permit is stayed and the newly issued permit is stayed and the permitteepermittee/applicant /applicant 
continues to operate under their prior permit until a decision continues to operate under their prior permit until a decision 
has been made by an Administrative Law Judge.has been made by an Administrative Law Judge.



Application InformationApplication Information



Section I Section I –– General InformationGeneral Information

EE--mail/Website Infomail/Website Info
EE--correspondencecorrespondence

Applicant/Applicant/PermitteePermittee
FacilityFacility
ContactContact



Section I Section I –– General InformationGeneral Information

Additional Facility Location InformationAdditional Facility Location Information
LUG (Local Unit of Government) eLUG (Local Unit of Government) e--mail addressmail address



New Items New Items -- Section II & IIISection II & III

No Change From Last No Change From Last 
Application checkboxApplication checkbox

Submitted via DMRSubmitted via DMR
Effluent CharacteristicsEffluent Characteristics

ConventionalConventional
ToxicsToxics



New Items New Items –– Section II onlySection II only

Section II.A.2Section II.A.2 (pg.6)(pg.6)

Service Area InfoService Area Info
Municipality eMunicipality e--mailmail

Section II.B.1.HSection II.B.1.H (pg.7)(pg.7)

Inflow and InfiltrationInflow and Infiltration



New Items New Items –– Section III onlySection III only

Individual Parameter Waiver Request spaceIndividual Parameter Waiver Request space



Future EventsFuture Events

NPDES Application Workshop NPDES Application Workshop -- 20092009
Comprehensive Application OverviewComprehensive Application Overview
Questions and Answer Questions and Answer 
OneOne--onon--One ConsultationsOne Consultations
Permit Processor AssignmentsPermit Processor Assignments

Two DatesTwo Dates
Lansing Lansing –– January 15, 2009January 15, 2009
Grand Rapids Grand Rapids –– January 28, 2009January 28, 2009
Announcement will be on MDEQ calendar and Announcement will be on MDEQ calendar and 
website.website.



QuestionsQuestions


