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MWEA Biosolids Committee

The Michigan Biosolids Team

Mission:  To provide leadership and promote beneficial uses of Biosolids.

Vision:  To make Michigan a national leader in environmentally sound Biosolids processes and products.

               Meeting Agenda for  January 14, 2010
The meeting is to be held on January 14, Thursday 10:00am @ SCCUMA 3671 W. Herbison Rd., DeWitt, MI 48820. Please bring your copy of the agenda.
1. Introduction and Attendance
Ice Breaker: Any New Years resolutions or changes for 2010?
MWEA Active Biosolids Committee List – please indicate:

a. Attendance: Graham Chapman, Ken Herman, Jim Johnson, Scott Kunst, Jeff Pugh, Kari Saganski, Ben Stuart, Mike ORourke, Bahram Zamani, Mike Person.
b. MWEA membership status
c. Any contact information changes

2. Acceptance/revision of prior meeting minutes
Comments on draft November 19, 2009 minutes.  Approved online!
3. MDEQ Update

a. Jim Johnson?
-   The MDEQ as of Sunday Jan 17, 2010 has become the DNRE namely Dept.  of Natural Resources and Environment.  

-   The new director is Rebecca Humphries.

-    Steve Chester has left the DEQ for greener pastures.   

-    There is a proposal to put Biosolids  in the Groundwater Division under Environmental  protection.
-    Another proposal is to put Wastewater discharge is under the Resource Management oversight.

-    Proposed changes may take 6-9 months to iron out.

-    Send all info. to regular staff people till further notice.

-    Dave Schipper only DEQ staff with permission to attend Biosolids conference.

-    Rob Wolfe is new U.P. Biosolids Program contact.
-    DEQ staff may be able to use union funds to attend Biosolids Conference.

-    Land application fee for 2009 was $8.42 per dry ton.

MDEQ update…

b. Field staff?
· New changes may affect field staff but we don’t know how.

· Bahram is working on a RMP for a lagoon in the Durand area.

· Jim is working on getting Delhi to produce an “A” sludge product.

· Mike reports a quiet year with no metals issues at WWT plants.

· Some small new facilities are going up in Mancelona, Elk Rapids.

· Bioag systems land apply once every 5 years.

· Rob Wolfe from the U.P. is trying to enter paperwork in database, Ben wants to enter them as he uses them, not all at once.

4. MDA Update

a. Steve Mahoney

· MDEQ billed for 2010 Conference not 2009 like it should have been.

· Biosolids 101 has resurrected: Two issues out last quarter.

· Amendments Newsletter: One going out.

· ESD Director wants to change things: stay tuned.

· MDA will wait to respond to Pete Ostlund until some of the DNRE reorganization happens.
5. MWEA Update
a. Kari Saganski

· Joint Annual MWEA and AWWA conference in August 10-13th.
· MWEA Committee Chair Retreat at Soaring Eagle with baseball game to watch.  Should have two people from Biosolids there.  Will discuss relationship between WEF and MWEA.

· Calendars are done and look great, thanks Ben, Kari, Scott.
· All MWEA board meetings are listed, also IPP and other committee meeting dates.
6. Items from the Chair/Officers
· We need more active members, recruit!

· MACD low turnout, should we have a presentation?  Bomb threat.

· Wisconsin passed a bill on Phosphorous.

· House Bill No. 5368 is on the table in Michigan ( handout ) They are trying to regulate phosphates for turf.  This bill should not affect biosolids.  May affect homeowners.

· ABC Certification handout, certifying for land application.

· DNRE Biosolids Training Class at Mt. Pleasant this summer.

· Biosolids by the Book handout.

· Do your homework handout on heat drying sludge.

· European Union making tighter limits on metals in sludge.
· Joint Biosolids IPP Conference: somewhat negative view on it.  Would a summer joint mini-conference work?  Ben  will check on how many crossover people we would get.  Maybe a survey for interest handed out at the Biosolids Conference in March.
7. Subcommittee Activities

a. Expos:

· MACD poor turnout, should we cancel? Presentation? Is it worth $200?

· MWEA / AWWA Joint Expo: Feb 2-3, sign up sheet.

· MSTA conference (Lansing): March 4-6, sign up sheet.

b. Seminar:
· MDEQ was billed $1000 for Greg, Dave, Bahram and Mike for 2009  Conference.

· Final draft brochure at printers: changes: Congressman Rogers can’t make it; looking for a replacement;Tom Kent can’t make it; and Perry Thomas is now scheduled.

· Kim and Steve will meet with Crowne Plaza next week.

· Busses and Tours all set.

· Entertainment?

· Door prizes: Gift cards or prizes?  Take a vote, please.

· We voted, forget gift cards or prizes.

· Conference committee meeting will occur in February.

· Subcommittee should meet again in the next 2-3 weeks.

c. Government Affairs:

-     No comment yet on HB 5368
8. Other

· Onsight Wastewater is now Decentralized Wastewater with plants up to  around 1MGD.
· Maybe they can get some info. from us.
9.  March 16,17 Grand Rapids Biosolids Seminar.
