MWEA New Professionals Committee

September 16, 2008 – 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

MWEA World Headquarters – Bath, MI

Meeting Minutes
Members Attending:  Scott Kafka, Jennifer Zelski, Ken Dey, Deidre Iciek, Karen Carnago.  
Via conference call:  Kari Saganski, and Patrick Frazee

Purpose of Meeting:  Get a direction and activities plan for the upcoming year.

I.  Welcome and Introduction

II. Update from Ken Dey on trip to Austin TX for WEF YP Seminar

a.  Ken indicated it was a very informative seminar

b. Most of the discussion was with regard to managing and working with more senior co-workers
c. Networking was another key topic

d. Ways to increase membership

1. Be involved more with student chapter

2. Lunch seminars

3. Leadership workshops

4. Golf Outings

5. Bowl-a-thon

6. Have a social event with a Golf Instructor to provide some lessons

7. Social hour after seminars

8. Engineering “Quiz bowl”

9. Class like seminars, like Pumps 101

10. Do a river clean up

11. Kick ball

12. Get more vendors and other local sponsors to help support the events

e. Ken also suggested contacting Vanessa Chau (@weao.org) for additional ideas

f. The next WEF YP Seminar is April 23, 2009 in Las Vegas

III. Committee Officers

a.  Scott Kafka is the incoming committee Chair

b. Jim Flamming is the outgoing (Past) committee Chair

c. Have a 2 chair system, set up on a 2 year basis so as 1 chair is beginning his/her term, the Past Chair is on his/her 2nd year.

IV. Student Activities Committee
a.  For now we need to get the Professors and student Liaisons on our distribution list, so they are aware of upcoming events.

V. Future direction of the NP Committee and ideas for future events

a.  Do more social events

b. Do 2 tours or educational events per year – one spring, one fall
c. Do 4 social events/year

d. “Piggy back” on to other seminars like we have done with the Joint Expo.  Concentrate on seminars that maybe more applicable to New Professionals.  Discuss with Laura about taking it to other Liaisons of other committees and suggest “Let the NP Committee plan a Meet and Greet for your seminar to help encourage more attendees and provide more networking opportunities for the New Professionals and Seasoned Veterans at your event.”
e. Maybe do some leadership type seminars

f. Maybe some time down the road have our own New Professionals Seminar?

g. Get some past members that are retired to come in and talk about the old days and the importance of this industry.

h. Poker night – Texas Holdem tournament.

i. Need to promote the Committee and Events more – do more Marketing
1. At upcoming Seminars that are geared more towards NP give a shout out to the audience
2. Put together a slide that can be displayed at seminars during breaks with info on the NP Committee and upcoming events

3. Encourage more Senior Professionals to attend our events

4. Encourage more Senior Professionals to get the NP they work with involved with MWEA

5. Hand out fliers at Seminars

6. Maybe add a note on Seminar surveys about the NP Committee

7. Have Laura ask the MWEA Board of Directors to attend our social events and encourage them to invite the NP that they work with.  

j. Holiday Party

1.  Co-Sponsor with AWWA YP

2. Get some vendors to donate gifts

3. Get a WII or PS3 and have games or Rock Band for entertainment
4. Trippers in Lansing – good location, nice facility – Jennifer to contact and get some info

5. Date Thursday Nov 13 – before hunting season and other Holiday obligations 
6. Jennifer and Ken agreed to Co-Chair this event
k. New slogan for our Committee “Its not what you know….but who you know” 
l. Web site needs to be fixed up – Jennifer volunteered to work with Karlyn to get minutes and upcoming events posted.

m. WEFTEC YP Events in Chicago, IL 2008

1.  Saturday, 10/18 at Pulaski Park – YP “Rain Garden” Project, 9:00 – 4:00 pm
2. Sunday 10/19 – McCormick Center 

a.  SYP Committee Meeting, 8:30 – 11:30 am

b. Design Competition, 12:30 – 4:30 pm

3. Monday 10/20 – McCormick Center

a. Student Chapter Meeting, 10:30 -12:00 pm

b. Career Fair – 1:00 – 4:00 pm

c. YP Technical Sessions, 1:30 – 5:00 PM
4. Monday, October 20 – Evening Social Events

a. Black and Veatch Student Reception at the Underground (56 West Illinois), 5:00 – 7:30 pm

b. WEF YP Reception at Rock Bottom Brewery (1 West Grand Ave.), 8:00 – 11:00 pm
n. Next meeting Tuesday October 7, 11:00 – 1:00 at MWEA World Headquarters, Bath, MI
o. Adjourn.  

