MWEA New Professionals Committee

March 24th, 2009 – 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

MWEA World Headquarters – Bath, MI

Meeting Minutes

Members Attending:  Deidre Iciek, Scott Kafka, Jennifer Zelski, and New Committee Member Elaine Venema
Via conference call:  Kari Saganski, Jim Flamming  

Purpose of Meeting:  Discuss Student Activities Committee, Joint Expo Event, Brainstorm about Future Events. 

I. Welcome and Introduction.

II. Review and approved prior meeting minutes.
III. Student Activities Committee
a. SAC is being dissolved and is now a sub-committee of AWWA YP and MWEA NP.  Still trying to work out details.  Need to figure out who ultimately is in charge of the Scholarship Golf Outing, who will make nominations for Scholarships, etc.

b. Scott has been in discussions with Greg Burke and Jerry Harte on how to finance SAC activities.  Scott will get in touch with Greg to figure out a time they can get together to develop a game plan.

c. Scott and Greg planning on getting in from of Executive Committee to discuss how SAC activities and budget to be handled, ultimately get in front of the BoD and get their concurrence.

d. Next Executive Committee meeting is April 14th, next BoD meeting May 19th.

e. Deidra attended the meeting with the UofM Student Chapter – some of the ideas from that meeting:

1.  All Grad students and Professor, no Undergrads.

2.  Would like to be more involved with some of the Seminars we have.

3.  Maybe do a Poster Presentation at Joint Expo.

4.  Maybe have a Poster competition with other Student Chapters.

5.  The UofM SC was very much interested in being involved with MWEA.
f. Discussed getting the Student Chapters more integrated with the NP and MWEA.

1.  Maybe set up a Poster Presentation in conjunction with our annual After Hours party at the Joint Expo.  Possibly look at Rum Runners or maybe Lansing Center or Hotel Hospitality suite.

2.  Invite them to more of the NP functions when they are hosted in the area.
g. Mark Funston (Black & Veatch): U of M Student Chapter Liaison 

h. Dave Schroeder (OHM) : MSU Student Chapter Liaison

i. Greg Burk: Liaison to student chapters in U.P. ( Bay, NMU, MTU, Lake)
IV. Joint Expo NP/YP Social Event 

a. Consensus is that it went well and well attended – 40-50 people. 

b. Food was served early on, plenty of variety, and within budget.

c. Suggestions for next year’s event.

1.   Put out a sign in sheet.
2.  Bring a camera and take some pictures.
V. Plan Other 2009 Events

a. Spring Event: Piggy-back on Lake Twp. WTP tour with AWWA YP April 24th.

1.  Scott discussed with Dan Lewis and they are ok with us joining them for the Lake Twp. Tour.  Only concern he had was they try and limit the number of people to 25 or so Lake Twp. is in SW corner of state, so he is not expecting it to be over attended.

2.  Scott to send out broadcast e-mail to our committee.

3.  Thinking Lake Twp. WTP is a Membrane Treatment Plant which would coordinate well with our tour in the fall to PARCC Side WWTP.
b. Annual Conference June 21-24, 2009

1.  Social Event after exhibits on Monday June 22 (evening) featuring Rock band.

2.  Unfortunately, probably not too many New Professionals at the Annual Conference – Jennifer suggested maybe having Supervisors that are there, put names of their NP into a raffle for a gift certificate.

3.  Not sure if 5-S nominees are going to be involved with Rock Band or not.  Scott spoke with Fred awhile back and Scott will follow up with him to see if there is anything we need to do.   
c. AWWA YP Mixer on West Side of State – sometime in June.

1.  Scott to f-up with Jeff Glover and let him know when our Annual Conference is.

2.  MWEA NP to attend as a joint venture. 
d. Summer Event: Late July/ August Canoeing and Watershed Education 

1.  Scott to contact Laura (Watershed Committee) for program info
2.  Rivers Mentioned:  Clinton, Muskegon, Rifle, and Huron.

3.  Want to try and keep it centrally located.

4.  Jerry to check on any potential liability issues with MWEA.
e. Fall Event: Educational Tours?

1.  Parcc Side (Scott to contact)
f. Winter: YP/NP Sponsored Holiday Party
VI. Discuss future NP Committee Officers

a. Jennifer Zelski has volunteered to be the next Committee Chair

b. Scott Kafka will stay on as Co-Chair much like Jim Flamming is now.

c. Committee Chairs will stay on for 2 years, first year as main Chair, and second year as Co-Chair to assist the new Chair as needed.

d. Term to begin in June.

e. MWEA YP Summit is held in April each year, and the Committee Chair Elect should attend, so that new ideas from the Conference can be implemented.

f. No other officers are needed for this Committee.

VII. Set Date for Next Meeting

a. April 28th, 2009 11am-1pm at MWEA World Headquarters in Bath, MI.

