MDEQ PROPOSED FEE INCREASES
It has been brought to the MWEA Biosolids Committee’s attention that the MDEQ tentatively intends to impose a 25% administrative fee on all fee based programs, including the biosolids program budget.  This has the potential to deplete the "carry forward", thereby potentially increasing the biosolids land application fees in future years to over $9.00/dry ton.  Given current landfill tipping fees in Michigan, this fee increase has the potential to discourage the land application of biosolids and to encourage facilities to landfill their biosolids instead.  We are concerned that such a movement would be devastating to Michigan’s land application program.  The Biosolids Committee has appointed a Regulatory Affairs Subcommitte whose objective is to develop, adopt & implement strategies and to influence regulatory agencies to support the biosolids land application program in Michigan and to ensure the sustainability of the program.   The Regulatory Affairs Subcommitte in cooperation with the MWEA Board of Directors has attempted to solicit MDEQ's participation in a forum to discuss the fee issues.  However, so far, MDEQ has not elected to discuss this matter with MWEA.  The letters from MWEA and Director Chester's responses can be viewed on the Biosolids Committee web page.  Also, we are soliciting feedback from the biosolids stakeholders on this matter.  Please take a few minutes and complete the short survey on the Biosolids Committe webpage and return it to the MWEA office.  This information and feedback will help provide the committee with further direction on this important matter.  For more information please contact Kevin Chandler at 616-821-5850 or by email at kchandler@biotechag.com.
 
