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Unwanted Medicine 
Concerns

• Threat to water supply
• Diversion for illegal use
• Access by vulnerable 

populations
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Collection Programs

• Special Events
• Part of normal HHW 
• Partnership with Pharmacies

– Yellow Jug Program
– Washtenaw County

• Collection Equipment
• Education Efforts
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Superior Watershed Partnership 
2007 Pharmaceutical Collections 

representing over half the Upper Peninsula

• Participating Earth Keepers Faiths-over 140 
congregations:

• U.P. Native American Communities
• 50 Upper Peninsula Communities
• 25 Regional Pharmacists
• 19 Law Enforcement Officials
• Cedar Tree Institute, religion-based non-profit
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Collection Locations
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Superior Watershed Partnership 
Earth Day 2007 Pharmaceutical 

Collection Results:
• 19 collection sites in communities across 

the Upper Peninsula. 
– 400 volunteers
– About 2000 participants
– Pharmacists and law enforcement at each site

• Over one ton of pharmaceuticals collected 
in three hours.

• Controlled substance street value of over 
$500,000 



Working to Create Michigan’s Future Today

Household Hazardous Waste Collection
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Yellow Jug – Old Drugs
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Yellow Jug

• 12 Participating Pharmacies in Northeast 
Michigan

• Sponsored by the Great Lakes Clean Water 
Organization whose Mission is:
“To promote the collection and disposal of 

unused/unwanted drugs in a safe and approved 
manner. This will keep harmful effects of drugs 

out of ground water, surface water and 
municipal water systems in Michigan and the 

Great Lakes region.”
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Washtenaw County

• Simple message
• Ten participating pharmacies
• 1200 lbs collected at the 7 pharmacies 

that the county pays disposal for. 
• www.dontflushdrugs.com

– Contains a 4 minute video
– List of participating pharmacies
– Disposal Guidelines
– Link to Poison Control

http://www.dontflushdrugs.com/
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Other 
Collection 
Options 
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Clark County, Washington
Unwanted Medications 

Take Back Program
Residents are instructed Residents are instructed 
by county to ask by county to ask 
pharmacist or doctor if pharmacist or doctor if 
medicine is controlled.  If medicine is controlled.  If 
yes, several local law yes, several local law 
enforcement offices will enforcement offices will 
accept material.  accept material.  
Procedures in place to Procedures in place to 
secure materials for secure materials for 
storage prior to proper storage prior to proper 
destruction.destruction.
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Federal Activity
June 2009

• HR 1191:  Safe Drug Disposal Act
– Includes broad range of audiences, not just prescribed 

individuals
– Prescribes how DEQ must develop regulations
– States must pass laws implementing on eof the DEQ 

approved models
– Addresses more than just controlled substances
– Addresses flushing recommendation

• HR 1359:  Secure & Reliable Drug Disposal Act
– Only addresses prescribed individuals
– No specific criteria for DEA to use
– States have no role
– Only addresses controlled substances
– Doesn’t address flushing recommendation
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Questions?

Lucy Doroshko
Recycling Specialist

Green Practices Section
Michigan DELEG Bureau of Energy 

Systems
517/373-1322

doroshkol@michigan.gov
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