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MWEA Biosolids Committee

The Michigan Biosolids Team

Mission:  To provide leadership and promote beneficial uses of Biosolids.

Vision:  To make Michigan a national leader in environmentally sound Biosolids processes and products.

               Meeting Agenda for  July 23, 2009
The meeting is to be held at MSU AG Expo tent 863 at 10:00 am.
1. Introduction and Attendance
Ice Breaker: Did you do anything special for the 4th of July?
MWEA Active Biosolids Committee List – please indicate:

a. Attendance: Dianna Seifert, Greg Merricle, Ken Herman, Graham Chapman, Deidre Iciek, Jim Johnson, Scott Kunst, Steve Mahoney, Jeff Pugh, Ben Stuart, Todd Wibright, Bahram Zamani, Aaron Vis.
b. MWEA membership status
c. Any contact information changes

2. Acceptance/revision of prior meeting minutes
Comments on draft June 18, 2009 minutes.  Approved online!
3. MDEQ Update

a. Jim Johnson: Nothing new …rumors about merging with the DNR, lagoon cleaning.
b. Field staff: Bahram and Greg keeping an eye on lagoon cleaning.
4. MDA Update

a. Steve Mahoney

b. A lot of budget tightening going on, possible merging with other depts.
c. Reduction of spending from 8-10%, also closing offices and eliminating some programs.

d. Right to Farm seems to be safe, site selection down, prices down, complaints continue.
e. Newsletter: asked to discontinue negative articles regarding funding of the program by the MDEQ.

     5.   MWEA Update
a. Todd Wibright - The state wants operators to start paying for licensing exams.
b. Kari Saganski is now the Vice President for MWEA and the liaison for the   Biosolids Committee.

c. MWEA and AWWA joint conference at Soaring Eagle coming up in August.
d. MWEA Committee Chair Retreat is on 8-27-09, neither Scott nor Ken is able to attend.  Ben said he may be able to go.

6. Items from the Chair/Officers
a. Vice Chair nominations
   1.  Ben Stuart nominated for Biosolids Vice Chair  starting on June 2010.

b. Meeting schedule for 2010

              1.  We will discuss the meeting schedule at Cadillac.

c. Nomination for Residual Person of the Year

1. Think about a nomination recommendation at give it out at Cadillac Meeting, need the name in by early October. One name already.
d. Joint seminar with IPP

1. Timing might not work out.
2. IPP Group will have Spring Training 2010 and Joint Seminar 2011
3. Scott  and Aaron will correspond on it.

e. Calendar to be worked on by Ben, Kari and Scott.

f. Graham will write an article for the Matters magazine.

g. Scott will contact Jeff Dietlin about the September meeting.
7. Subcommittee Activities

    a.Expos:  Ag Expo turned out very well, thanks to all who helped, better crop than what was originally expected.
               b.Seminar:  

1. 1.  Contract can be signed by MWEA.
2. Crowne Plaza Grand Rapids is the location.

3. No entertainment needed at the next seminar.

4. Conference Sub-Committee meeting next month will email info.

5. Please reply to any of Steve’s emails with input.

c.Government Affairs:

1. Do we want to continue this subcommittee?

2. Attempts have been made to contact Kevin Chandler.
8.   Other
        Fred Cowles’ aide tried to talk to Representative Ball about CAFO legislation.
 9.   Next Meeting: September 17,  Thursday, Johnson Hunting and Fishing Center, 6093 E M115, Cadillac, MI 49601@ 10:00am.  Please bring your agenda to the meeting.
