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MWEA Biosolids Committee

The Michigan Biosolids Team

Mission:  To provide leadership and promote beneficial uses of Biosolids.

Vision:  To make Michigan a national leader in environmentally sound Biosolids processes and products.

               Meeting Agenda for  November 19, 2009
The meeting is to be held at the Bavarian Inn Restaurant, 713 S. Main St., Frankenmuth, MI 48734, at 10:00 am, lunch provided, spouses welcomed.  Please bring your copy of the agenda.
1. Introduction and Attendance
Ice Breaker: Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinner are just around the corner.  What was the weirdest food you’ve ever eaten?  
MWEA Active Biosolids Committee List – please indicate:

a. Attendance: Scott Kunst, Jeff Pugh, Jim Johnson, Scott Kafka, Don Brindley, Dianna Seifert, Jennifer Drinan, Jerry Harte, Ken Herman, Steve Mahoney, Ben Stuart.
b. MWEA membership status
c. Any contact information changes

2. Acceptance/revision of prior meeting minutes
Comments on draft September 17, 2009 minutes.  Approved online!  
3. MDEQ Update

a. Jim Johnson?: Bruce Rasher, Working with MDEQ/MDNR combination, Bruce soliciting outside input, MWEA input?, Proposal to include MDA ESD, Drinking water to Dept of Health?  Several Reorg teams out there.  January 17, 2010, DNRE.  Jim contacted by accounting, staff retiring, could Biosolids Program wait until December for the final FY 2009 numbers, Jim states that invoices have to be out by December 15.  MDEQ has been getting in reports, 199 facility reports still outstanding, 530 reported (all TWTDS facilities).  Total biosolids tonnage is around 86,000 tons.  DCPI down.  No idea about carry forward money.  Criminal violation of Part 31 of a West MI facility, falsification of records.  Court sentenced Comm service.  Falsified those.  Jim filling in for Bahram for two weeks.   Emergencies only!  Septic facility wanting to be approved for Biosolids using Purifax (chlorine) and doing fecal testing.
b. Field staff: Ben Thierry no longer employed by MDEQ.  Bahram volunteered!!  Mike might take eastern UP.

c. MDEQ opened up an Eco-friendly office in Bay City.  Glass, wind turbine, sky lites.  etc.  Wind Turbine noisy. 
4. MDA Update

a. Steve Mahoney: Budget issues, 20% reduction.  Newsletter coming with conference stuff on it.
5. MWEA Update:  

a. Kari not in attendence.
b. Synagro applying biosolids in NC, opposed by activist group.  Biosolids applied next to elementary school, surface.  News article.  
c. Ben: a lot of surface application very common in other states.  
d. Michigan unique where the regulators work with regulated community to take care of issues.  
e. IPP committee seminar focused on pharmaceuticals.  Trying to reduce it in waste stream, meaning more in biosolids.  Fate of pharmaceuticals in Biosolids processes and soils?
f. Kari sent Ken and article about farmers having to be careful using pesticides.  
g. HB in MI dealing in recycling, some yard waste going to landfills to generate methane gas.  Landfill fees for recycling materials
6. Items from the Chair/Officers
a. Scott: Aaron Vis agreed to our demands for how we want to work it.  They are willing to work with us on the planning.
b. IPP seminar, sent out evaluations asking for a joint seminar, response favorable.  Only 5 vendors
c. GR area facility taking starch WW , separating the water and alcohol, and giving the residuals to farmers.  Anybody heard of that?

7. Subcommittee Activities

a. Expos: MACD annual conference, Soring Eagle Casino, December 15-17, sign up sheets going around.
MSTA: March 4-6, display, Radisson Hotel and Conference Center, 2,500 teachers expected to attend…

MTA: Annual Conference in Grand Rapids, January 27-30, 2010.  Popcorn popping.
Joint Expo 2010: Booth, Popcorn, etc., MWEA will take care of.

Ag Expo: Demo Plot: indian corn plot good, harvested, Brian Graff: chop it up soon,  2010: Field Corn: donated, (Pioneer), plus sign.

b. Seminar:
c. Government Affairs: talk about eliminating.  National News Round Table.
d. Calendar: Ben Stuart…3 people paid for the calendar… 3 months…
8. Other

9. Next Meeting: January 14, Thursday,10:00am at SCCMUA 3671 W. Herbison Rd., DeWitt, MI 48820.  Please bring your agenda to the meeting.
