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CYANIDE FORMS

üFree/Reactive Cyanide

üWeak Acid Dissociable

¸ Available

¸ Amenable to chlorination

üTotal Cyanide



FREE / REACTIVE CYANIDE

üHydrogen Cyanide (HCN) and Cyanide 

ION (CN-)

üReleased at pH 6

ü1000 x more toxic to aquatic organisms 

than terrestrial organisms*

*Cyanide Hazards to Fish, Wildlife, and Invertebrates.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Biological Report 85(1.23) December 1991


