DRAFT

4/27/09
Page 1 

[image: image1.png]we do wafer.

michigan water environimgRY association




MWEA Biosolids Committee

The Michigan Biosolids Team

Mission:  To provide leadership and promote beneficial uses of Biosolids.

Vision:  To make Michigan a national leader in environmentally sound Biosolids processes and products.

               Meeting Agenda for  April 16, 2009
The meeting is to be held at SCCMUA, 3671 W. Herbison Rd., De Witt, MI 48820 at 10:00 am.
1. Introduction and Attendance
Ice Breaker: What music do you listen to?  Do you play an instrument? What instrument would you like to be able to play?
MWEA Active Biosolids Committee List – please indicate:

a. Attendance: Ken Herman Scott Kunst Kim Hackbardt,Jim Johnson,  Dianna Seifert, Jerry Harte, Scott Kafka, Glenn Hummel, Meral Jackson,  Jeff Pugh, Kari Saganski, Steve Mahoney.
b. MWEA membership status:
c. Any contact information changes

2. Acceptance/revision of prior meeting minutes
Comments on draft Jan. 15, 2009 minutes.  Approved online! Approved and posted on MWEA web site…
3. MDEQ Update

a. Jim Johnson?: Nothing new and exiting, Land App trend: hard to say at this point.  2 plants that have not ever land applied are expressing interest, possible bigger year for lagoons,  Jim putting in place a means of tracking dry tonnage from year to year to flag discrepencies; Transfer from Groupwise to Outlook, Lansing District records request:  Two enforcement cases on biosolids applications, Grand Rapids District office; Land Application Season, Merrell Bros sold MI contracts to BioTech Ag, Research project with MSU in the field.  Wet weather project dealing with all types of land application on Michigan soils… OUT dissolved, put to WB, Trainings in GR in May;, ESSD is gone, split to WB and DELEG.    No Children’s Water Festival due to budget constraints. 

b.  DEQ planning a Biosolids Manager Training Course.  MSU is doing field studies with tile and land application using aerobic and anaerobic sludge, no lime stabilized sludge

c. Field staff?
i. Bahram needs corn folders…

4. MDA Update

a. Steve Mahoney: Site Selection Verification Requests are coming in Steadily
i. Inert/Composting workgroup w/MDEQ-WHMD

ii. Newsletter out in May: New enforcement strategy article from Jim.  
iii. Rails to trails issue… 
5. MWEA Update: Jerry Harte: Kari is VP nominee;  Down 20% for annual conference attendence;  Considering offering more basic 101 courses, good service for members, pay for instructor; Things in for annual conference, big revenue producer,; technology udgraded: registering, membership, continuing to expand web site, On-line training: 360 water, Awareness is lacking, Conference vs. on-line training, the benefits of conferences needs to be explained; 27 courses available now, only 3 provide CEC’s.  Active members need to be promoters/recruiters into the association, contact legistrators, talk to key decision makers, NOT just about educating and networking.  Kari and Keith to meet with Bill Creal, MDEQ WB.   Jerry gave handout about items from the Biosolids Conference that warrant discussion.
6. Items from the Chair/Officers
Residuals and Biosolids WEF Conference is in Portland, Oregon.
Like the conference, some of the issues we discussed, topic was timely, people liked the conference.  Good job Steve!
      The Conference: presentations available on MWEA Web… Available on CD…
      Meral will take over calendar for Kari, Scott Kunst to help with dates.
7. Subcommittee Activities

a. Expos:

i. Earth Day next week… cleaning… buy cleaner for glass…display back on Monday to set up on Tuesday…
ii. Ag Expo: Lots: okay, Tent: okay, Biosolids: Delhi Twp., tote apply in late April,  okay, seed?, Games: bean bag game, MJ for toilets, ? Water: Wyoming bottled water, ? Popcorn, Folders, Samples, Balloons: donate, Ben Stuart nomination for Biosolids Award.
Expos: continued

1. 20 bales of straw
2. Food, Pizza’s, or grill something?, 

b. Seminar: 
i. 2009: Made ~ $3,000.00, sponsors and exhibitors contributed $12,750.00.  Registration fee of $200.00 too low.  Kellog Center fees almost double what we pay anywhere else. Too spread out, Room 106 too small, Food good, nice facility, go to 1.5 days, no paid entertainment, Tours on first day.  

ii.  Kim motioned that we table the location… Steve will look at Mt. Pleasant, Amway Grand Plaza, Eberhardt center,  Radisson, Meijer Gardens.
iii. 2010:, GR?, MSU?, tours, General Theme,  
c. Government Affairs:  
i. Draft of Third Letter to MDEQ Executive Committee, sent to Liaison, need to go before the executive committee, 

ii. Graham’s contact with Senator Cropsey’s office…  

iii. Steve’s contact with Rep. Opsommer’s office…

iv. Ed Klopf’s response to Amendments Newsletter… 

v. Options: Farm Bureau, MML, Keeping things on the front burner, 2 years from now...

vi. Topic at Biosolids Conference 2010…
8. Other

9. Next Meeting: Grandville Fire Station, 3125 Wilson Ave., Grandville, MI 49418, June 18, 10:00am.  Please bring your agenda to the meeting.
