By conference call: February 4, 2010

Present: Dendra Best Chair. Jim Rabine Vice Chair. Rick Solle Secretary/Treasurer. Mike Stephens. Mike O'Rourke

Absent: John Bressler,Joe Moore, Joe Goergen, Keith McCormack (MWEA Board Liaison).

Meeting called to order 10.02am.

Best relayed to the Committee that the new name and revised Mission statement had been approved by the MWEA Board.

The two new members introduced themselves: Mike Stephens of SCS Systems LLC. a designer of wastewater systems for both single-family homes and larger developments for over 20 year history. SCS Systems LLC also promotes management and service strategies.

Mike O'Rourke is with Synagro Central LLC.

Best reminded all members to please send a bio and a photo so we can have a Committee PDF on the MWEA website.

(see attached - for those who haven't sent a short bio and photo - please send them along?)

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 2010 programming and budget - also to suggest presentations for the Annual Conference. [ Note: it was confirmed following the meeting that the Annual Conference Agenda has been set - do we want to consider asking for space for a poster exhibit or ask for an evening room for a presentation?]

After much discussion, the Committee consensus was that 2010 emphasis should be on publicizing, discussing and overcoming the barriers to consideration of decentralized wastewater options. A concerted effort was emphasized to provide presentations to both Michigan Municipal League and Michigan Township Association and also all watershed organizations. Included was integration of a decentralized module for planning and zoning officials and also advocacy to health departments.

Best offered the Committee access to WasteWater Education's online distance learning license. A fee structure would have to be discussed and approved by both Boards but that as MWEA's emphasis is on partnership building this would seem a cost effective, accessible alternative for many Township entities who have no travel budget. It was noted that tech assistance would be required to allow some localities to participate.

The Committee consensus was to concentrate on a single day long event to be held in Mt. Pleasant in early Fall which will showcase actual communities and case studies where successful decentralized systems or system management are currently in operation. Each presentation should include the conditions prior to the choice, why that choice was deemed practical and affordable and what the current operating costs are.

Each member was asked to bring a suggested topic to the next meeting to enable us to set a date, schedule and participation fee. The event can also be recorded and webcast again at a later date.

Next meeting date: Please check the upcoming Doodle Poll Calendar - the proposed meeting location is Mt. Pleasant.

Dendra J. Best. Executive Director

Wastewater Education Onsite Wastewater of NWMI 501(c)3 PO Box 792, Traverse City, MI 49685-0792

231-233-1806

secretary@michigan-onsitewastewater.org
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Our Mission: To increase awareness that water quality is directly linked to the use of appropriate wastewater systems and their management.

