MWEA

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

1:30 PM

March 18, 2010
MWEA Conference Call
In attendance
Scott Robinson, Joe Keefe, Mike Ringelberg, Gary Timmer, Mark Hill and AWWA Paul Retel
New Business


We discussed and thought that this terrific late winter weather was happening all around our locations.  A picnic should be planned.  Again we discussed the one H&S Conference on November 2nd (Election Day) but we will continue as planned.   Possible suggestions for several H&S conferences next year would be joining with another committee (Gary) and splitting the time with them.  A great idea!!  

H&S Conference Presentations
· Joe has made contact with Daneeka (sp) on Bulk Chemical Deliveries.  She would like a 45 minute spot just prior to lunch.  We can and will schedule her for just before lunch.

· Paul will contact Bob Burdett (989) 631 9185 for Roadway Driving and Safety.  If Bob is unable the MI State police (Sgt. Frye) would be able to offer us something.

· Scott and a coworker will present Trenching, shoring and Excavation Safety and will get back to us with specifics.  Thanks Scott.

· I believe that Craig was going to speak with MSU’s Deb Chester for Work Place Fatalities.  A topic that will always capture a great deal of interest but we must keep it relevant with the water and wastewater industry.  Mike will check with Craig and will pursue this direction.

· A recent request for sewer backup (SSO) and associated reporting requirements and health issues (SOPs) with dealing with major and minor repairs could be a great discussion topic.  Environmental and Public Water Supply may become a possible topic for the conference. More to follow.  We do not want a sales pitch but more of what is required and how to keep consistent.
· Comprehensive Safety Analysis (CSA) 2010 is mainly geared to the CDL persons and drug screening, record keeping and fitness for driving.  This would not be a major seminar topic but could become an H&S library or discussion topic to be brought up and disseminated.

· Mike will contact WEF member Shawna Gill for possible back safety and proper lifting presentation.  She volunteered but does live in Oregon.   If not her there are plenty of other possibilities and a great topic

· The MI Safety Conference will have many topics and those of us that can attend will evaluate and attempt to schedule the best (and inexpensive) presenters for the November conference   Possibilities not discussed on this call but was talked about in February include the following:  CET (MIOSHA) always have speakers and current topics, Changing cultures (MIOSHA), accident investigations and job analysis, “aggressive behavior” topics.

Scott Robinson will take over the Chair at the August 2010 annual Joint Conference.

A possible Health and safety professional of the year was discussed.  It may be a bit early but Dave Maloney was “nominated”.
The MWEA municipal and industrial awards must get more attention than in years past.  I will get the forms updated and start working on getting more participation in responses. 

Next Conference Call
April 29th (Thursday)? for a quick report on the MI Safety Conference and possible presenters and to have a face to face meeting in May at Craig’s place.
New Meeting

May 19th??

Adjourned   2:07 PM

Thanks for your participation and we understand if you could not be present.  We welcome your thoughts and comments.  Please email or call me with them.

Happy Spring!!!!

